The Alwars of the Tamil literature belong to tha
galaxy of mystic saints \vho believed in simple fait]
and pure demotion.   At a time when people wen
passing through a phase of despondence'and helpless-
ness, these spiritual savants infused among the people
a new awareness of fresh horizons.   To them^ ,tota
subjugation to the Lord is not a means but the end-
the ultimate fulfilment.

The Nalayira Divya Prabandham, the anthffhgy
of the Alwars' works is befittingly known as the 'Dravidc
Veda\   It is, in fact,, \fie quintessence of the teachings
ofthe Vedas and Upanishads^ Tlie'soul-stir ring com-
position in the Divya Prabandham is also supercharged
with a sense of piety and devotional ecstasy, On the
whole ^ this great anthology is a simple and faithful acco-
unt of the mystic experiences of these God-Men.

The Alwars gave themselves up heart and soul to
the Lord of Seven Hills. In mellifluous poems t,hey
ecstatically glorify Him and also picturesquely describe
the Seven Hills, His Abode on earth.

The Devasthanams have been devoting their where-
withal to popularising these works.   For., these sacred
writings are sure to instil in us a deep spiritual aware-
ness and guide us to lead a life of purity and devotion-
basic perquisites to reach the pinnacle of spiritual heights.

We have great pleasure in presenting the second
edition of the book., to the public,
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